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FACILITATOR’S GUIDE: TAXES AND BENEFITS MODULE 

Section 8 
What is Section 8? 
A section 8 voucher is a rental subsidy certificate that allows eligible families to rent in the 
private market and pay approximately 30% to 40% of their income toward rent. The local 
housing authority pays the remainder of the rent directly to the landlord. 
The housing choice voucher program is the federal government's major program for assisting 
very low-income families, the elderly, and the disabled to afford decent, safe, and sanitary 
housing in the private market.  The participant is free to choose any housing that meets the 
requirements of the program and is not limited to units located in subsidized housing projects.  
 
Housing choice vouchers are administered locally by public housing agencies (PHAs). The 
PHAs receive federal funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) to administer the voucher program. A family that is issued a housing voucher is 
responsible for finding a suitable housing unit of the family's choice where the owner agrees to 
rent under the program. A housing subsidy is paid to the landlord directly by the PHA on behalf 
of the participating family. The family then pays the difference between the actual rent charged 
by the landlord and the amount subsidized by the program. Under certain circumstances, if 
authorized by the PHA, a family may use its voucher to purchase a modest home.  
 
Who is eligible? 
Eligibility for a housing voucher is determined by the PHA based on the total annual gross 
income and family size and is limited to U.S. citizens and specified categories of non-citizens 
who have eligible immigration status. In general, the family's income may not exceed 50% of the 
median income for the county or metropolitan area in which the family chooses to live. By law, a 
PHA must provide 75 percent of its voucher to applicants whose incomes do not exceed 30 
percent of the area median income. Median income levels are published by HUD and vary by 
location.    
 
How does one apply? 
If you are interested in applying for a voucher, contact your local PHA. For further assistance, 
please contact the HUD Office nearest to you.  
 
Boston Housing Authority 
52 Chauncy St. 
Boston, MA 02111 

617- 988-4383 • www.bostonhousing.org  
 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
451 7th Street, S.W., Washington, DC  20410 

202-708-1112 • TTY: (202) 708-1455 

 


